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BLACK IS... 
1989 


The 1989 edition of Black Is... continues the tradition of 
Boston Public Library’s celebration of Black History 
Month in February of each year. 

This selected list was compiled by Priscilla Howell, 
Jamaica Plain Branch Library; Garland McLaughlin, 
South End Branch Library; Elaine McLean, Uphams Cor- 
ner Branch Library; Jubilee Smith, Dudley Branch 
Library; Alice Stern, General Library, Young Adult 
Room; and Lois Henry, General Library, Reader and In- 
formation Services, Chairperson. 


*Also for Young Adults 


BLACK IS... FICTION 


ANTHILLS OF THE SAVANNAH 

Chinua Achebe 

Explores the political and emotional turmoil of a fic- 
tional West African nation. 


THE AVENUE, CLAYTON CITY 

C. Eric Lincoln 

The Black American experience in a mythical southern 
town at the outset of World War II. 


BIG CHOCOLATE COOKIES 
F. §. Goldman 
From street kid in Harlem to entrepreneur. 


*BLACK SWAN 
A teenager leaves home for a guerrilla training camp 
with a special dream of freedom on return. 


BLOODSONG AND OTHER STORIES OF SOUTH 
AFRICA 

Ernst Havemann 

The pain and brutality suffered by both Blacks and 
whites in South Africa. 


BROWN SKY 

David Covin 

Racism encountered by Black soldiers during World 
War Il. 


CAN’T QUIT YOU, BABY 

Ellen Douglas 

A white woman and her Black employee relive their 
travails with men and families. 


A CHOCOLATE SOLDIER 

Cyrus Colter 

Reveals racism in the old South and rivalry between two 
young men, even after one of them dies. 


*DENNY’S TAPES 

Carolyn Meyer 

A teenager from a racially mixed heritage journeys into 
his past and toward his future to discover his identity. 


*FALLEN ANGELS 

Walter Dean Myers 

A teenager’s twelve-month tour of duty in Vietnam in 
1967. 


THE FINAL PASSAGE 

Caryl Phillips 

A young woman’s migration from the Caribbean to 
England in the 1950’s and how it affects her. 


THE FIRST FIG TREE 
Vivian Glover 
Life in rural South Carolina during World War II. 


GOODBYE SWEETWATER 

Henry Dumas 

Brings together a broad selection of works which vividly 
illumine the Black experience in America. 


IN THE SHADOW OF THE PEACOCK 

Grace Edwards-Yearwood 

Portrays the search for identity, love and survival from 
the mid-1940’s through the Civil Rights Movement. 


THE LUNATIC 
Anthony C. Winkler 
A vivid exploration of life in a Jamaican village. 


MAMA DAY 
Gloria Naylor 
How superstition affects a young couple’s life. 


QUIMBY 

Arthur Adams 

A Vietnam veteran turned mercenary saves leaders of 
the African National Congress from assassins. 


THE RISING 
Edgar White 
A moving depiction of Black life set on a small Carib- 
bean Island. 


BLACK IS... PERSONALITIES 


* AGAINST THE GRAIN 

Eugene “Mercury” Morris with Steve Fiffer 

From NFL star to cocaine user, he fought an unjust con- 
viction for dealing. 


BLACK LEADERS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
Leon Litwack and August Meier, eds. 

Includes Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, Frederick 
Douglass, among others. 


BLACK ON RED: My 44 Years Inside the Soviet Union 
Robert Robinson with Jonathan Slevin 

How a toolmaker from Detroit lived in—and finally 
left—the USSR. 


THE BLACK VALENTINO 
Richard Grupenhoff 
The stage and screen career of Lorenzo Tucker. 


COUSIN JOE: Blues from New Orleans 

Pleasant “Cousin Joe” Joseph and Harriet J. 
Ottenheimer 

Reflections on life and music from the noted bluesman. 


*DUKE ELLINGTON 

James Lincoln Collier 

A comprehensive look at the life of the great jazz 
musician. 


HE, TOO, SPOKE FOR DEMOCRACY: Judge Hastie, 
World War II, and the Black Soldier 

Phillip McGuire 

Judge Hastie’s Civil Rights accomplishments revolu- 
tionized the lives of Blacks in the military. 
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*JESSE JASCKSON 
Anna Kosof 
Minister, activist, leader, and presidential candidate. 


*JOE LOUIS: 50 Years an American Hero 
Joe Louis Barrow, Jr. and Barbara Munder 
The human story of a boxer, told by his son. 


LOVESONG: Becoming a Jew 
Julius Lester 
A spiritual journey. 


MABEL MERCER: A Life 

James Haskins 

Her unique singing style brought admiration from 
around the world. 


MAKEBA: My Story 
Miriam Makeba with James Hall 
The South African singer tells of her hardships and joys. 


*MOONWALK 
Michael Jackson 
Words from the reclusive superstar. 


MR. BOJANGLES: The Biography of Bill Robinson 
James Haskins and N.R. Mitgang 
A revealing look at the famous tap dancer. 


*SAY HEY: The Autobiography of Willie Mays 
Willie Mays with Lou Sahadi 
A baseball legend recounts his life. 


*TEMPTATIONS 

Otis Williams with Patricia Romanowski 

The story of the Motown supergroup, told by its 
founder. 


*THEO AND ME 

Malcolm-Jamal Warner with Daniel Paisner 

The young TV star talks about the issues on the minds 
of his fans. 


*WINFIELD: A Player’s Life 
Dave Winfield with Tom Parker 
The life and career of the New York Yankee. 


*WIZARD 
Ozzie Smith with Rob Rains 
The famed shortstop—from Watts to superstardom. 


BLACK IS... BLACK EXPRESSIONS 


THE AFRO-AMERICAN NOVEL AND ITS TRADITION © 
Bernard Bell 

An examination of the Afro-American novel from 
1853-1983 with an emphasis on forty-one authors. 


BEING AND RACE: Black Writing Since 1970 

Charles Johnson 

An analysis of some of the major contemporary Black 
writers of this generation, including Ntozake Shange, 
Clarence Major, Toni Cade Bambara, Ishmael Reed, 
Paule Marshall, John McClusky, Jr., Ernest Gaines, Gloria 
Naylor and others. 


BLACK PEARLS: Blues Queens of the 1920’s 

Daphne Duval Harrison 

A social and musical history of women blues singers of 
the 1920’s from a black feminist perspective. 


THE COLLECTED WORKS OF PHILLIS WHEATLEY 
Phillis Wheatley 

Correspondence and poetry with an introductory essay 
by the editor, John C. Shields. 


COLOR, SEX AND POETRY: Three Women Writers of 
the Harlem Renaissance | 

Gloria T. Hull 

A biographical and critical study of the lives and 
writings of Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Angelina Weld Grimké 
and Georgia Douglas Johnson. 
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THE ESSENTIAL ETHERIDGE KNIGHT 
Etheridge Knight 
Old and new poems. 


*INVENTED LIVES: Narratives of Black Women 
1860-1960. 

Mary Helen Washington, ed. 

Short stories and excerpts from novels of Harriet Jacobs, 
Zora Neale Hurston, Gwendolyn Brooks among others. 


*LIVING BY THE WORD: Selected Writings, 
1973-1987 

Alice Walker 

A collection of miscellaneous essays, speeches and jour- 
nal entries that contain the concerns of the author’s life. 


THE NEW GROVE GOSPEL, BLUES AND JAZZ: With 
Spirituals and Ragtime 

Paul Oliver, Max Harrison and William Bolcom 

The latest installment of The New Grove Dictionary of 
Music and Musicians. 


PATTERNS OF LIFE: West African Strip-Weaving 
Traditions 

Peggy Stoltz Gilfoy 

Exhibits from the National Museum of African Art 
(Smithsonian Institute). 


*POETS ON THE HORIZON: A Collection of Poetry 
Members of the Dudley Branch Library Poetry Club 
The work of local poets who met regularly in a Branch 
of the Boston Public Library. 


THE SEXUAL MOUNTAIN AND BLACK WOMEN 
WRITERS: Adventures in Sex, Literature and Real Life 
Calvin C. Hernton 

An examination of the literature of Black women with 
special attention paid to Alice Walker, Ann Petry, and 
the women in the life and work of Langston Hughes. 


TAKE FIVE 
Kenneth A. McClane 
Collected poems, 1971-1986. 


BLACK IS... INTERNATIONAL SCENE 


*A SMALL PLACE 

Jamaica Kincaid 

Is Antigua a Caribbean Island paradise or post-colonial 
political hotbed? : 


HOW CAN AFRICA SURVIVE? 

Jennifer Whitaker Seymour 

Will it be through economic aid or through the develop- 
ment of African leaders from distinctly African 
institutions? 


OLIVER TAMBO SPEAKS 

Adelaide Tambo 

Writings of the anti-apartheid activist and co-founder, 
with Nelson Mandela, of the African National Congress; 
foreword by Nelson Mandela. 


BLACK IS... 
HISTORY & CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 


*AND STILL WE RISE: Interviews with Fifty Black Role 
Models | 

Barbara Reynolds 

Advice to today’s youth. 


AND WE ARE NOT SAVED: The Elusive Quest for 
Racial Justice 

Derrick Bell 

Writing in fictional style, the author attacks the rigors 
and problems of race. 


*BLACK INDIANS: A Hidden Heritage 

William Loren Katz 

The author has filled another missing page in the annals 
of Black history. 


*THE BLACK WEST 

William Loren Katz 

A revised edition with more pictures and an interesting 
chapter on Black women pioneers. 


BROTHERS: Black and Poor—A True Story of Courage 
and Survival 

Sylvester Monroe, Peter Goldman and others 

With the lack of Black male role models, the authors 
return to their roots to understand their peers. 


CHARLES N. HUNTER AND RACE RELATIONS IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 

John N. Haley 

Hunter provides an in-depth look at race relations and 
segregation in North Carolina through an impressive col- 
lection of papers and letters. 


*EXTRA INNINGS 

Frank Robinson 

From player to manager, Robinson let his feelings be 
known about baseball’s hidden racism. 


FREE AT LAST: What Really Happened When Civil 
Rights Came to Southern Politics 

Margaret Edds 

Essays about the effects of the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Second Reconstruction. 


*FREEDOM SUMMER 

Doug McAdam 

A survey of the voter registration volunteers of 1964 
shows that many are now participating in progressive 
politics, the women’s rights movement, and champion- 
ing environmental issues. 


GREAT BLACK LEADERS: Ancient and Modern 

Ivan Van Sertima 

Tales of remarkable men and women who struggled and 
sometimes died transforming social and political ideas. 


IN SEARCH OF SISTERHOOD: Delta Sigma Theta and 
the Challenge of the Black Sorority Movement 

Paula Giddings 

An in-depth history of the largest Black sorority. 


INVISIBLE HOUSTON: The Black Experience in Boom 
and Bust 

Robert D. Bullard 

The dark and light side of the “boom and bust’’ 
economic conditions in Houston. 


A MOB INTENT ON DEATH: The NAACP and the 
Arkansas Riot Cases 

Richard C. Cortner 

A full account of a tragic incident in Arkansas in which 
justice was almost defeated. 


OUR TIME HAS COME: A Delegate’s “Diary” of Jesse 
Jackson’s 1984 Presidential Campaign 

Lucius J. Barker 

The author relives the 1984 Presidential campaign of 
Rev. Jesse Jackson and gives advice for 1988. 


PARTING THE WATERS 
Taylor Branch 
America in the King years, 1954-1963. 


*SACRED COWS...AND OTHER EDIBLES 

Nikki Giovanni 

Funny and serious essays reveal another side of this 
talented poet. 


*TUSKEGEE AIRMEN: The Men Who Changed a Nation 
Charles E. Francis 

The armed forces of the U.S. are integrated today 
because of the bravery, skill, and achievements of these 
Black airmen. 


*TWICE AS LESS 

Fleanor Wilson Orr 

Untainted by racism, Black English and its vernacular 
can also be a stumbling block in other fields of study. 
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*WE ARE NOT AFRAID 

Seth Cagin and Philip Dray 

The true crime drama of the murder of three Civil Rights 
martyrs, James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael 
Schwerner. 


THE WORLD OF PATIENT GROMES: Making and Un- 
making a Black Community 

Scott C. Davis 

Once a fascinating neighborhood of poor Blacks until ur- 
ban renewal destroyed it. 


WRITIN’ IS FIGHTIN’ 

Ishmael Reed 

Racist attitudes in the press; TV newscasts, politics, and 
education are exposed. 


THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

Charles L. Blockson 

Former slaves recount tales of heroism and bravery in 
the quest to be free. 


BLACK IS... BLACK CLASSICS 


ANOTHER COUNTRY 
James Baldwin 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X 
With the assistance of Alex Haley. 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MISS JANE PITTMAN 
Ernest Gaines 


*BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER: A History of Black 
America 
Lerone Bennett 


BLACK MOSES 
Edmund David Cronon 


*BLACK VOICES: An Anthology of Afro-American 
Literature 
Abraham Chapman, ed. 


BLACK WOMEN IN WHITE AMERICA: A Documentary 
History 
Gerda Lerner 


*BLACK-EYED SUSANS: Classic Stories by and about 
Black Women 
Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


THE FIRE NEXT TIME 
James Baldwin 


*1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS 
Maya Angelou 


*INVISIBLE MAN 
Ralph Ellison 


THE MAN WHO CRIED I AM 
John A. Williams 


*MANCHILD IN THE PROMISED LAND 
Claude Brown 


*MIDNIGHT BIRDS: Stories by Contemporary Black 
Women Writers 
Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


*NATIVE SON 
Richard Wright 


*A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*ROOTS 
Alex Haley 


SONG OF SOLOMON 
Toni Morrison 


THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK 
William E.B. Dubois 


*STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


THINGS FALL APART 
Chinua Achebe 


*TO BE YOUNG, GIFTED AND BLACK 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*UP FROM SLAVERY 
Booker T. Washington 


THE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH 
Frantz Fanon 
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